
RECORD OF THE PROCEEDINGS 
 

OKANOGAN COUNTY BOARD OF COMMISSIONERS 
 

December 27, 2016 
 

  9:00 AM          Review Consent Agenda 

9:30 AM          Briefing Among Commissioners 

10:00 AM        Public Hearing Speed Limit E. Chewuch Road- Public Works 

10:30 AM        Public Hearing Speed Limit Change Gold Creek Loop Rd –Public Works     

11:00 AM Update Public Works Administration-Ben Rough 

1:20 PM Public Hearing –Supplemental Appropriation-Jail 

1:30 PM Continued Public Hearing OCC 20 Interim Controls Water—Hirst/Whatcom 

2:30 PM Update-Planning-Perry Huston 

4:00 PM Discussion- OCTC DMO 2016 Reporting- Terry Leap—Commissioners Hearing Room 

5:30 PM Review Meeting Minutes and Approve  

 

The Okanogan County Board of Commissioners met in regular session on December 

27, 2016, with Commissioner Jim DeTro, Commissioner Ray Campbell, Commissioner 

Sheilah Kennedy, and Laleña Johns, Clerk of the Board present. 

 

Commissioners convened at 8:15 a.m. with Commissioner Kennedy and Campbell 

present. 

 

Update Superior Court- Judge Chris Culp, Admin. Dennis Rabidou—Cmrs Hearing Room 

No one came to this meeting 

 

Voucher Certification – Tonasket EMS District 

Commissioner Campbell moved to adjourn as the Board of County commissioners and 

Convene as the Tonasket EMS District.  Motion was seconded and carried. 

 

Commissioner Campbell moved to approve the Tonasket EMS vouchers in the amount 

of $14,508.28. Motion was seconded and carried. 

 

Commissioner Kennedy moved to adjourn as the Tonasket EMS District and re-

convene as the Board of County Commissioners.  Motion was seconded and carried. 

 

Commissioners’ Staff Meeting—Commissioners’ Hearing Room 

Commissioner elect Andy Hover, Angie Hubbard, Tanya Craig, Debi Hilts, Char Schumacher 
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Risk Manager Craig updated the board on claims. A recent claim was discussed where the 

claimant is sending out an investigator to investigate the situation. The Claim is from 2014 

regarding buried cable not being buried deep enough along our roadway. The claim had 

previously been denied. Ms. Craig explained our legal obligation to respond to a claim. The 

claim is under a $1000. 

 

An accident happened recently where our guardrail was damaged. The county can claim 

damages from the person’s insurance company. Safety concerns were discussed for Temp 

Public Works employees. Commissioner Elect Hover asked whether or not the drivers were 

drug tested or not and what warrants performing one when there is an accident. Ms. Hilts 

explained when one is administered. Commissioner Kennedy asked about which company is 

used for the testing. Commissioner Kennedy would like this addressed. 

 

AFSCME Union contract will be sent in the mail but it has been signed by the union. All union 

departments have openers for medical in June and there might be requested changes. There 

should be time to investigate options for consideration. The group is not happy with PEBB 

insurance and could request going back to Premera.  

 

Recruitments were discussed. Lateral from Texas will begin and must complete 2 weeks of 

training.  

 

About five Fairgrounds Facility manager position applications were received that will be 

reviewed. Commissioner Kennedy is NOT an applicant for this position.  

 

Cadillac tax was discussed. Is this requirement still in the process to sort out and where we are 

in that process? Ms. Craig stated she had not heard from the Auditor’s office regarding the tax 

requirements.    

 

Executive Session RCW 42.30.100 (1)(g) 

Commissioner Kennedy moved to go into executive session at 9:50 a.m. for 15 minutes inviting 

Tanya Craig and Debi Hilts to discuss the performance of a public employee. Motion was 

seconded. All were in favor, motion carried.  

 

Commissioner DeTro extended the session another 5 minutes at 10:05 a.m. 

Commissioner DeTro extended the session another 5 minutes at 10:10 a.m. Executive Session 

ended at 10:15 a.m. no decisions were made.  

 

 

Update Public Works—Commissioners’ Hearing Room 

Commissioner Elect Hover 

 

Proposed Road Vacations 

Engineer Thomson stated he has been working on the dilemma of the publication of the Public 

Hearing notice for the road log reconciliations. Engineer Thomson explained the requirements of 
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the notice. The advertisement did not come from the Planning Director, the press release did 

not appear to have come from Public Works nor Planning Department. The publication notice 

was accidently sent to the Chronicle which is not our legal newspaper of record, instead of to 

the Gazette Tribune/Methow Valley News. It will need to be re-advertised in order to provide 

proper notice in the proper newspaper of record. Commissioner Elect Hover asked when a 

county road is vacated the land goes to the adjacent landowner, but how would roads like those 

to be reconciled with the County 1955 Road Log go to? Engineer Thomson explained which 

roads those would be. The board would like to redo properly and suggested January 23, 2016 at 

4:00 p.m. as the new date.  

 

Maintenance & Road Conditions 

Main focus is brush mowing where it can be done and dealing with drifting snow. Commissioner 

Kennedy asked for routine information regarding roads.  

 

Interlocal Agreements 

 

A formal interlocal will be drafted to address the plowing within the city limits for certain 

circumstances. An interlocal should also be authorized with the reservation roads such as Joe 

Moses road, and we are exchanging like plowing services with like plowing services on roads 

that lead into the city. 

 

Commissioner Kennedy recommended that if interlocal agreement is considered that Public 

Works publish a notice press release to inform and include people on what we are doing over 

there. That way people are aware of the work the county does in areas where there are 

concerns.  

 

B-3 & B-15 Bridge Construction 

Girders will be hauled next week. The water is still high on B-3 and a solution is still being 

worked on. Some preliminary work has begun where possible. 

 

Two projects for 2017 still on schedule such as the Conconully Road project and HWY 7 3R and 

will really get started next summer once school is out.  

 

Commissioner Kennedy asked about the DOT surplus property for sand. Engineer Thomnson 

stated the sand is not as good as it needs to be and so Public Works is not interested. Engineer 

Thomson discussed another piece of property that has some rock on it but there is no legal 

access to it. It would be too much work to make it viable without great cost. Commissioner 

Kennedy asked why DOT can sell it without legal access. Commissioners would like Josh 

Thomson to follow-up with DOT on the surplus property. 

 

Commissioner DeTro stated a white paper is coming out on the realignment of the 

smokejumpers base. There is an indication that it will be moved to Wenatchee. Commissioner 

DeTro is concerned about that.  

 



Commissioners’ Proceedings December 27, 2016                                                                            Page 4 of 5 

 

Department Head Evaluations 

Josh Thomson 

Commissioner Kennedy moved to go into executive session at 1:45 p.m. for 30 minutes to 

discus the performance of a public employee with Josh Thomson. Motion was seconded, all 

were in favor, motion carried.  

 

Ben Rough 

Commissioner Kennedy moved to go into executive session at 2:15 p.m. for 45 minutes to 

discuss the performance of a public employee with Ben Rough. Motion was seconded, all were 

in favor, motion carried.  

 

Dan Higbee  

Commissioner Kennedy moved to go into executive session at 3:10 p.m. for 45 minutes to 

discuss the performance of a public employee with Dan Higbee. Motion was seconded, all were 

in favor, motion carried.  

 

Continued Public Hearing 2017 County Wide Budget—Commissioners’ Hearing Room 

An email concern was received from Isabelle Spohn because she did not see the publication in 

the Methow Valley Newspaper and thought the county had mistakenly missed sending the 

notice to the publisher to be published as required. After thoroughly investigating, it was 

determined that proper notice was published in the county legal newspaper of record which is 

Gazette Tribune/Methow Valley Newspapers. 

 

Laurie Thomas, Cari Hall, Commissioner Elect Hover 

 

The recorder was turned on but there was feedback loop that has not been experienced before. 

The hearing could not be recorded.  

 

The group discussed that there may be a need to immediately address cash shortfall to meet 

the end of the year obligations and whether a Solid Waste loan is going to be needed to 

address cash shortfall into the new year. The group discussed various options that could 

address the issue. If people in the cities do not pay the road tax assessed on property tax. The 

group discussed road levy shift and how many  

 

A loan would require interest rate from which fund and from where. Ms. Hall discussed the loan 

with Deputy Treasurer Pam Johnson who then came up to further discuss.  

 

Loan doesn’t have to be advertised but may need to be if we begin with in the budget. 

Commissioner DeTro stated the juvenile department is the cash cow.   

 

Motion Continue Public Hearing for Consideration of Adopting the 2017 Budget 

Commissioner Kennedy moved to continue the public hearing in order to continue consideration 

of adopting the county 2017 budget to Friday, December 30 at 9:00 a.m. Motion was seconded, 

all were in favor, motion carried.  
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Motion - Voucher Approval - Commissioners 
Vouchers certified and audited by the Auditing Officer as required by RCW 42.24.080 and those 

expense reimbursement claims certified as required by RCW 42.24.090 have been recorded on 

a list, and made available to the Board.  As of this date, the Board did vote, by unanimous vote, 

to approve the Miscellaneous and Current Expense vouchers in the amount of $647,154.12. 

Warrant numbers as cited on the attached blanket voucher certification list. Motion seconded 

and carried.  

Motion - Voucher Approval - Commissioners 
Vouchers certified and audited by the Auditing Officer as required by RCW 42.24.080 and those 

expense reimbursement claims certified as required by RCW 42.24.090 have been recorded on 

a list, and made available to the Board.  As of this date, the Board did vote, by unanimous vote, 

to approve the special run vouchers in the amount of $2,181.16. Warrant numbers as cited on 

the attached blanket voucher certification list. Motion seconded and carried.  

 

Citizens Comment Period 
No citizens present. 

Commissioners adjourned at 5:00 p.m. 


